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Land Cover in South Texas 



Native Plant Diversity 





Plant Species Richness 





South Texas is Hyper-diverse 





This is not diverse 

Buffelgrass 



This is Species Poor 

KR & Kleberg bluestems 



The Eagle Ford Shale 



Eagle Ford Shale Impacts 

Pipelines 

• Proliferation of 

buffelgrass & other 

exotics because of use 

in revegetation 

• Soil disturbance also 

facilitates invasion  

 

Exploration and 

Production 

• Fragmentation of 

habitat 

• Roads, flow lines, 

pads, pits,  & gathering 

facilities, disturb and 

bisect habitats  



What the Eagle Ford Looks Like 



Why the Eagle Ford Matters?  

“exotic grass invasions result in simplified ecological communities 

(Kuvlesky et. al.  2002).” 



Native vs. Exotic 

Reductions in diversity may have larger implications regarding 

ecosystem function and available useable space and densities of bird 

species such as northern bobwhites  

(Sands et. al. 2009).” 

Exotic Grass Dominant Native Plant Community 



A Chain Reaction? 

“Exotic grasses may provide less food for breeding bird 

communities because native plant species richness is evidently 

suppressed by exotic grass infestations, thereby reducing the 

number of niches available for arthropods  

(Flanders et. al. 2006).” 





Seed Collection 

 

 



Population Evaluation 

 

 



Seed Increase 

 

 



Commercial Production 

 

 



Result: Availability of Native 

Seeds to Consumers 

 

 



Demonstration & Testing 

 

 



21Native Seed Releases 

21 Native Seed Releases for South 

Texas  



Our Future:  

Texas Native Seeds 

 

 


