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MARK YOUR CALENDAR
Sunday, Nov. 24
Jungle Book: Angelina Arts
Alliance presents a matinee
showing of “The Jungle Book”
at the Temple Theatre, 3500
South First St., Lufkin. www.
angelinaarts.org.

Monday, Nov. 25-Dec. 28
Polar Express: Texas State
Railroad has 6 and 7:30 p.m.
daily departures of its holiday
Polar Express train from the
Palestine Depot until Dec. 19,
when there are three departures
daily until Dec. 28. Trips last
approximately one hour. No
departures on Christmas Day.
Reservations needed. $25 and
up children; $40 and up adults.
789 Park Road 70, Palestine.
texasstaterailroad.net.
Monday, Nov. 25
Community Thanksgiving:
Sacred Heart Catholic Church
hosts its annual community
Thanksgiving meal and
ecumenical church service
at the church, 2508 Appleby
Sand Road. Service begins at 6
p.m. in the church with a meal
following in the gym.

Tyler Wayland/East Texas Natives Project

East Texas Natives Project is working to enable native plant restoration as growth of the region affects natural habitats.

Where the pipeline meets the prairie and the piney woods
Thursday, Nov. 28
Pilgim’s Turkey Trot: The
5K walk/run and Thanksgivingthemed costume contest both
support the United Way of
Nacogdoches and help pre-burn
pecan pie calories. 8 a.m.
$30 (race-day registration).
Pecan Park, 826 E. Starr Ave.,
Nacogdoches. unitedwaynac.
com.
Thursday, Nov. 28
Thanksgiving feast: Little
Zion Baptist Church hosts a
Thanksgiving Day Feast free for
all in the Fellowship Hall. Home
delivery is available for those
over 65 and elderly who do not
have transportation. 11 a.m. to
1 p.m. Free. 305 S. Shanwee
St. Hours are 11 to 1 p.m. Rev.
AD Mills, 936-371-0759, Sister
Joyce Mills 936-552-9324 or
936-564-4577.
Friday, Nov. 29-Dec. 1
Kennel Club Classic:
Conroe hosts two all-breed
conﬁrmation dog shows
along with obedience and rally
competition at the Montgomery
County Fairgrounds. 936-5388000. conroekennelclub.org.

Friday, Nov. 29-Dec. 15
Loblolly model trains: The
Nacogdoches Railroad Depot
hosts its annual holiday layout
of operating O Scale model
trains. 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Fridays
and Saturdays; noon to 5 p.m.
Sundays. Free. 101 Old Tyler
Road. 936-560-4443.
Saturday, Nov. 30
Wassailfest: The annual
competition among downtown
merchants creates a delicious
kick-off event for holiday
shopping season and the city’s
Nine Flags celebration. 11 a.m.
to 3 p.m. Free. Downtown
Nacogdoches. Maps and list
of merchants can be picked up
at the Bright Visitor’s Center.
visitnacogdoches.org.
Saturday, Nov. 30
Jefferson parade: Jefferson
holds its annual holiday
parade beginning downtown
and ending at Lions Park
for the “Enchanted Forest”
lighting ceremony. 6 p.m. Free.
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Project works to help restore
native plants in East Texas
BY TYLER WAYLAND
Contributing Writer

I

n East Texas, we do not have
to look far to see the evidence of growth and change
affecting natural habitats.
Panola and San Augustine
counties, for example, now represent two of the top 10 natural gas
producing counties in the state.
Highway construction impacts
are increasing as the I-69 corridor
continues to be built throughout
the region, and as the state’s population continues to grow, East
Texas is seeing rapid increases in
people and land fragmentation.
All of these are indications of
progress, growth, and success in
the region, but, natural habitat
loss and declining native plant
and wildlife populations tend to
follow. In fact, it is suggested that
over the next 40 years, Texas will
lose over 800,000 acres of valuable
rangelands, forests, and wildlife
habitat due to land development
and fragmentation.
While it is critically important
to protect what native habitat
remains, it is also imperative that
we work to restore native plants
that are lost in land development,
energy production, or transportation system development when
the opportunities arise.
Oil and gas pipelines, transmission line rights-of-ways, and
highway roadsides are all opportunities for large scale, ecosystem
level restoration. Inherent in each
of these scenarios are opportunities to revegetate disturbed sites
with native grasses and wildﬂowers rather than with the non-native, invasive species that have so
historically been the easy “go-to”
for reseeding.
By planting native species on
new pipelines or transportation
rights-of-ways, there is real
potential to create hundreds, if
not thousands of miles of prairie
corridors to connect remaining
habitats and have positive impacts
on wildlife conservation in east
Texas. However, the largest challenge preventing these efforts is
the lack of quality and quantity
of locally-adapted, or “ecotypic”
native seed available to use.
East Texas Natives is working

Tyler Wayland/East Texas Natives Project

East Texas Natives is working to alleviate this bottleneck in native seed supply.
to alleviate this bottleneck in
native seed supply. Today in East
Texas, there are very few, if any,
appropriate native seed sources
available to meet restoration
demands in the region. In an
effort to solve this problem, we

have expanded our native seed
source development work into the
East Texas region with the East
Texas Natives project. East Texas
Natives is part of the state wide
Texas Native Seeds Program successfully operated by the Caesar

Kleberg Wildlife Research Institute at Texas A&M UniversityKingsville. We are focusing on the
development of ecotypic native
seed sources for the piney woods,
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Friday, Dec. 6
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Old Fashioned Christmas:

409-765-7834. www.
galvestonhistory.org.

Orchard Park, 641 Hall, Diboll.
Saturday, Dec. 7
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oak woods and prairies, and
blackland prairie ecosystems of east Texas. These
seed sources are developed
by selecting superior native
plant populations that are
adapted to this region and
that have co-evolved with
the wildlife populations and
climates here in east Texas.
Our work includes collecting seed from remnant native plant populations across
the East Texas region. Once
collections are obtained for a
species, these native populations, alongside any existing
commercial varieties, are
evaluated over 2-3 years at
multiple sites across the
region to select the best performing populations- those
that can be grown in large
volumes, and those that
meet restoration needs.
Once identiﬁed, seeds
from selected populations
are grown in seed increase
ﬁelds with the goal of
producing enough seed to
enable commercial growers
to establish large production
ﬁelds. Following successful
increase and performance
testing, research ﬁndings
are published, and resulting
seed sources are released for
commercial production and
made available at quantities large enough to meet
the restoration demands
in the region. In the end,
large volumes of seed will
be available for purchase by
landowners, energy operators, and agencies to use to
successfully restore native
plants in east Texas.
This model of seed source
development has been
successful in south, central,
and west Texas over the last
18 years. The Texas Native
Seeds Program helps guide
several hundred native
plant restoration projects
annually and is responsible
for developing and making
native seed releases available in the commercial seed
market. Past seed releases
from the program now proCopyright � 2019 The Daily Sentinel, Nacogdoches, TX 11/24/2019
November 25, 2019 8:43 am (GMT +6:00)

vide enough seed to restore
up to 60,000 acres annually
in areas of the state where
we have operated longest.
Through continued operation and added partnerships,
we hope to have similar
scales of impact in East
Texas.
For more information
on the efforts of East Texas
Natives and the Texas Native
Seeds Program please contact
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Tyler Wayland at tyler.wayland@tamuk.edu or visit the
program website at https://
www.ckwri.tamuk.edu/
research-programs/texas-native-seeds-programs-tns.
Tyler Wayland is assistant
Director of East Texas Natives Project with the Caesar
Kleberg Wildlife Research
Institute at Texas A&M University-Kingsville.
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