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THE NACOGDOCHES SALVATION ARMY NEEDS

Bell Ringers
NOV. 9  |  Mon. – Sat.  |  8AM - 8PM  |  Multiple local locations

For more information on volunteering call 936-569-9871 or 936-645-0657
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Sunday, Nov. 24

Jungle Book: Angelina Arts 
Alliance presents a matinee 
showing of “The Jungle Book” 
at the Temple Theatre, 3500 
South First St., Lufkin. www.
angelinaarts.org.

Monday, Nov. 25-Dec. 28
Polar Express: Texas State 

Railroad has 6 and 7:30 p.m. 
daily departures of its holiday 
Polar Express train from the 
Palestine Depot until Dec. 19, 
when there are three departures 
daily until Dec. 28. Trips last 
approximately one hour. No 
departures on Christmas Day. 
Reservations needed. $25 and 
up children; $40 and up adults. 
789 Park Road 70, Palestine. 
texasstaterailroad.net.

Monday, Nov. 25
Community Thanksgiving: 

Sacred Heart Catholic Church 
hosts its annual community 
Thanksgiving meal and 
ecumenical church service 
at the church, 2508 Appleby 
Sand Road. Service begins at 6 
p.m. in the church with a meal 
following in the gym.

Thursday, Nov. 28
Pilgim’s Turkey Trot: The 

5K walk/run and Thanksgiving-
themed costume contest both 
support the United Way of 
Nacogdoches and help pre-burn 
pecan pie calories. 8 a.m. 
$30 (race-day registration). 
Pecan Park, 826 E. Starr Ave., 
Nacogdoches. unitedwaynac.
com.

Thursday, Nov. 28
Thanksgiving feast: Little 

Zion Baptist Church hosts a 
Thanksgiving Day Feast free for 
all in the Fellowship Hall. Home 
delivery is available for those 
over 65 and elderly who do not 
have transportation. 11 a.m. to 
1 p.m. Free. 305 S. Shanwee 
St. Hours are 11 to 1 p.m. Rev. 
AD Mills, 936-371-0759, Sister 
Joyce Mills 936-552-9324 or 
936-564-4577.

Friday, Nov. 29-Dec. 1
Kennel Club Classic: 

Conroe hosts two all-breed 
confirmation dog shows 
along with obedience and rally 
competition at the Montgomery 
County Fairgrounds. 936-538-
8000. conroekennelclub.org.

Friday, Nov. 29-Dec. 15
Loblolly model trains: The 

Nacogdoches Railroad Depot 
hosts its annual holiday layout 
of operating O Scale model 
trains. 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Fridays 
and Saturdays; noon to 5 p.m. 
Sundays. Free. 101 Old Tyler 
Road. 936-560-4443.

Saturday, Nov. 30
Wassailfest: The annual 

competition among downtown 
merchants creates a delicious 
kick-off event for holiday 
shopping season and the city’s 
Nine Flags celebration. 11 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. Free. Downtown 
Nacogdoches. Maps and list 
of merchants can be picked up 
at the Bright Visitor’s Center. 
visitnacogdoches.org.

Saturday, Nov. 30
Jefferson parade: Jefferson 

holds its annual holiday 
parade beginning downtown 
and ending at Lions Park 
for the “Enchanted Forest” 
lighting ceremony. 6 p.m. Free. 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR

Project works to help restore 
native plants in East Texas
BY TYLER WAYLAND
Contributing Writer

I
n East Texas, we do not have 
to look far to see the evi-
dence of growth and change 
affecting natural habitats. 
Panola and San Augustine 

counties, for example, now repre-
sent two of the top 10 natural gas 
producing counties in the state. 

Highway construction impacts 
are increasing as the I-69 corridor 
continues to be built throughout 
the region, and as the state’s pop-
ulation continues to grow, East 
Texas is seeing rapid increases in 
people and land fragmentation. 
All of these are indications of  
progress, growth, and success in 
the region, but, natural habitat 
loss and declining native plant 
and wildlife populations tend to 
follow. In fact, it is suggested that 
over the next 40 years, Texas will 
lose over 800,000 acres of valuable 
rangelands, forests, and wildlife 
habitat due to land development 
and fragmentation.

While it is critically important 
to protect what native habitat 
remains, it is also imperative that 
we work to restore native plants 
that are lost in land development, 
energy production, or transpor-
tation system development when 
the opportunities arise. 

Oil and gas pipelines, trans-
mission line rights-of-ways, and 
highway roadsides are all oppor-
tunities for large scale, ecosystem 
level restoration. Inherent in each 
of these scenarios are opportuni-
ties to revegetate disturbed sites 
with native grasses and wildflow-
ers rather than with the non-na-
tive, invasive species that have so 
historically been the easy “go-to” 
for reseeding. 

By planting native species on 
new pipelines or transportation 
rights-of-ways, there is real 
potential to create hundreds, if  
not thousands of miles of prairie 
corridors to connect remaining 
habitats and have positive impacts 
on wildlife conservation in east 
Texas. However, the largest chal-
lenge preventing these efforts is 
the lack of quality and quantity 
of locally-adapted, or “ecotypic” 
native seed available to use.  

East Texas Natives is working 

to alleviate this bottleneck in 
native seed supply. Today in East 
Texas, there are very few, if  any, 
appropriate native seed sources 
available to meet restoration 
demands in the region. In an 
effort to solve this problem, we 

have expanded our native seed 
source development work into the 
East Texas region with the East 
Texas Natives project. East Texas 
Natives is part of the state wide 
Texas Native Seeds Program suc-
cessfully operated by the Caesar 

Kleberg Wildlife Research Insti-
tute at Texas A&M University- 
Kingsville. We are focusing on the 
development of ecotypic native 
seed sources for the piney woods, 

Tyler Wayland/East Texas Natives Project

East Texas Natives Project is working to enable native plant restoration as growth of the region affects natural habitats. 

Where the pipeline meets the prairie and the piney woods

Tyler Wayland/East Texas Natives Project

East Texas Natives is working to alleviate this bottleneck in native seed supply.
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oak woods and prairies, and 
blackland prairie ecosys-
tems of east Texas. These 
seed sources are developed 
by selecting superior native 
plant populations that are 
adapted to this region and 
that have co-evolved with 
the wildlife populations and 
climates here in east Texas.

Our work includes collect-
ing seed from remnant na-
tive plant populations across 
the East Texas region. Once 
collections are obtained for a 
species, these native popula-
tions, alongside any existing 
commercial varieties, are 
evaluated over 2-3 years at 
multiple sites across the 
region to select the best per-
forming populations- those 
that can be grown in large 
volumes, and those that 
meet restoration needs. 

Once identified, seeds 
from selected populations 
are grown in seed increase 
fields with the goal of  
producing enough seed to 
enable commercial growers 
to establish large production 
fields. Following successful 
increase and performance 
testing, research findings 
are published, and resulting 
seed sources are released for 
commercial production and 
made available at quanti-
ties large enough to meet 
the restoration demands 
in the region. In the end, 
large volumes of seed will 
be available for purchase by 
landowners, energy opera-
tors, and agencies to use to 
successfully restore native 
plants in east Texas.

This model of seed source 
development has been 
successful in south, central, 
and west Texas over the last 
18 years. The Texas Native 
Seeds Program helps guide 
several hundred native 
plant restoration projects 
annually and is responsible 
for developing and making 
native seed releases avail-
able in the commercial seed 
market.  Past seed releases 
from the program now pro-

vide enough seed to restore 
up to 60,000 acres annually 
in areas of the state where 
we have operated longest. 
Through continued opera-
tion and added partnerships, 
we hope to have similar 
scales of impact in East 
Texas.

For more information 
on the efforts of East Texas 
Natives and the Texas Native 
Seeds Program please contact 

Tyler Wayland at tyler.way-
land@tamuk.edu or visit the 
program website at https://
www.ckwri.tamuk.edu/
research-programs/texas-na-
tive-seeds-programs-tns.

Tyler Wayland is assistant 
Director of East Texas Na-
tives Project with the Caesar 
Kleberg Wildlife Research 
Institute at Texas A&M Uni-
versity-Kingsville.
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visitjeffersontexas.com. 903-
655-3733.

Monday, Dec. 2
Lufkin parade: Main Street 

Lufkin hosts its annual holiday 
lighted parade with the theme 
“A Hollywood Christmas.” 
6: p.m. downtown Lufkin. 936-
633-0205.

Thursday, Dec. 5
Edible art: Nacogdoches 

Public Library hosts an edible 
art session for ages 4 through 
11. A gallery walk will be held 
before work is devoured. Free, 
but registration required. 1112 
North St. 936-559-2970. www.
ci.nacogdoches.tx.us/library.

Thursday, Dec. 5
Henderson parade: City of 

Henderson holds its annual 
Christmas parade beginning 
with a tree-lighting ceremony 
and ending with Santa in his 
sleigh and horseback riders. 
Downtown Henderson. 6 p.m. 
903-392-8232.

Friday, Dec. 6
Old Fashioned Christmas: 

Millard’s Crossing Historic 
Village presents its annual 
holiday event featuring live 
music, pony rides and a 
live, one-hour version of 
“A Christmas Carol” by the 
Lamp-Lite players at set times 
throughout the evening. 5 
to 9 p.m. $10 (adults) $5 
(children). 936-564-6631.

Friday, Dec. 6-15
Holiday show: Henderson 

Civic Theater presents “A 
Charlie Brown Christmas” 
directed by Michelle 
King. 2:30 p.m. Sundays, 
7:30 p.m. Fridays and 
Saturdays. $15 adults, $12 
seniors and students. 122 
E. Main St. 903-657-2968. 
Hendersoncivictheatre.org.

Friday, Dec. 6-8
Dickens on the Strand: 

Galveston’s historic district 
transforms into Victorian 
London of Charles Dickens 
in this annual festival with 
four stages of entertainment. 
409-765-7834. www.
galvestonhistory.org. 

Friday, Dec. 6-22
Conroe theater: The comedy, 

“The Best Christmas Pageant 
Ever,” will be staged at the 
historic Crighton Theatre in 
downtown Conroe through 
Dec. 22. 8 p.m. Fridays and 
Saturdays, 2 p.m. Sundays. 
$17 to $26. 234 N. Main St., 
Conroe. Crightontheatre.org.

Saturday, Dec. 7
Jingle Bell Run: The annual 

holiday 5K with a 3K option 
begins downtown and winds 
through local sites. Registration 
is open now. Presented by 
Nacogdoches Main Street. 
8 a.m. $25 5K or 3K, $15 
children 12 and under. $35 VIP. 
visitnacogdoches.org.

Saturday, Dec. 7
Diboll festival: Diboll’s 

Hometown Christmas will 
include a snowman bounce 
house, bumper cars, icy pirate 
ship, train ride, s’mores station, 
holiday movies and local 
entertainment. 3 to 9 p.m. Old 
Orchard Park, 641 Hall, Diboll.

Saturday, Dec. 7

Huntsville Christmas Fair: 
Downtown Huntsville hosts a 
Christmas Fair with variety of 
craft and food booths, kids’ 
play area, train rides and 
holiday shopping. 10 a.m. to 
5 p.m. Free. 936-291-5932. 
huntsvillemainstreet.com.

Saturday, Dec. 7
Tis the Season: A Victorian 

Christmas celebration 
reminiscent of the 1800s 
features traditional decor, gifts 
and foods served at the historic 
Sterne-Hoya home during 
Christmases past. Wassail will 
be served on the porch. 10 am. 
to 4 p.m. Free. Sterne-Hoya 
House Museum and Library, 
211 S. Lanana St.

Saturday, Dec. 7
Tour of homes: Friends of 

Historic Nacogdoches hosts the 
annual holiday tour highlighting 
residences dressed for the 
season. Tickets can be purchased 
at the Visitor’s Center downtown. 

Tour is 1 to 5 p.m. $25. fohninc.
weebly.com.

Saturday, Dec. 7
Pancakes with Santa: The 

annual family event at Mast 
Hall takes place two Saturdays, 
reservations required. 8 to 
11 a.m. $15 adults 12 and up, 
$12 ages 7-11, $8 ages 4-6 
and free for 3 and under. 317 E. 
Main St. 936-205-1706.

Saturday, Dec. 7
TubaChristmas: First United 

Methodist Church hosts an 
annual tradition featuring 
decorated tubas and favorite 
holiday tunes. 4:30 p.m. Free. 
201 E. Hospital. 936-564-8308.

Saturday, Dec. 7
Nine Flags: The annual 

lighted parade benefitting the 
Nacogdoches Area United Way 
will be followed by a fireworks 
show. 6:30 p.m. Free. Lineup 
at TJR procession through 
downtown. visitnacogdoches.org.

Saturday, Dec. 7
Center parade: Shelby County 

Chamber hosts its 2019 holiday 
parade featuring the theme, 
“Songs of the Season.” 6 p.m. 
Presented by Shelby Savings 
Bank. Downtown Center, Texas.

Saturday, Dec. 7
Diboll festival: The annual 

Diboll Hometown Christmas 
includes craft vendors, food 
trucks, live entertainment, 
holiday movies and Santa. 3 to 
9 p.m. Free. Old Orchard Park at 
the end of Hall St., Diboll.

Saturday, Dec. 7
Gingerbread Build-off: The 

Houston chapter of the American 
Association of Architects 
hosts a fierce gingerbread 
competition open to spectators. 
Food trucks and building begin 
at 10 a.m. Santa at noon and 
awards presented at 4 p.m. 
Free for spectators. Hermann 
Square, 900 Smith St., Houston. 
aiahouston.org.
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The Stone Fort Chapter Daughters of the Republic of Texas 
met recently at the Fredonia Hotel. The program was on John 
S. Roberts, signer of the Texas Declaration of Independence 
presented by the Rev. H. Farrar Bentley. From left are Bentley, 
president Trisha Perkins and first vice president Rachel 
Underwood.

The Nacogdoches Chapter of 
the National Society of the 
Daughters of the American 
Revolution met recently. 
Pictured from left are program 
chairman Rachel Underwood, 
Sharon Bradberry,  Regent 
Angela Key, Connie Howe and 
Joanne Alexander. Bradberry, 
Howe and  Alexander 
presented the program 
“Getting to Know Your Patriots” 
on their ancestors.

ODD NEWS
Group hopes to stop “opossum 
dropping” on New Year’s Eve

RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) — A movement is growing in North 
Carolina to prevent the act of so-called “opossum 
dropping.”

The practice involves suspending an opossum in a 
transparent box on New Year’s Eve and slowly lower-
ing it the ground as people count down to midnight.

The Raleigh News & Observer reported Monday that 

a western North Carolina town had conducted opos-
sum drops for 24 years.

Brasstown in Clay County dropped its last opossum 
in 2018. But the organization Animal Help Now wants 
to prevent anyone from doing it elsewhere. That will 
require a change to state law that allows people to do 
anything they want to opossums for five days each year.

The group started a petition and gathered almost 
160,000 signatures before the petition closed. The group 
says it’s continuing its legislative efforts.

DRT DAUGHTERS OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION
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